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Last month, the announcement came from the
Governor that the 2014 Pedal the Plains event will be
passing through Brush! Twice to be exact! The third
annual Pedal the Plains Bicycle tour, which highlights the beautiful wide open
space, charming towns and great people in eastern Colorado, will take place
September 19-21. Although Brush! is not an official host community, we have a big
part to play in the event, and
will certainly be able to
showcase ourselves to those
who are a part of the event.
Wiggins will start things
off the eve and morning of day one
before the riders take Highway 144 along
the South Platte River north and east. Fort Morgan,
coinciding with the Car Show, will host that night and send
off the riders as the sun comes up. They will pass through
Brush! on their way up Highway 71 and over to Sterling,
where they will be during Sugar Beet Days. The final day will
be on Highway 6 back down to Brush!, then some County
Roads back to Wiggins to finish out the tour.
Part of the experience for riders is the ability to stop and see
what eastern Colorado has to offer. Over the past two years,
many communities have set up booths, tours, and
entertainment in addition to the basic needs of the event to
make the tour all the more exciting for the riders. All the
communities in Morgan County will be working together over the next few months to make this a memorable time
for all those who will a part of the Pedal to Plains festivities.
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All-America Gity Winner!

Brush! was chosen for the second consecutive
year as an All-America City finalist, and this year,
Brush! won the official designation of an All-America
City! The National Civic League has conducted an
annual competition for 65 years where communities
throughout the nation can showcase their civic
accomplishments and ten of them are recognized as
an All-America City. This year the focus was on
Healthy Communities, which is very relevant to much
of what we have done here over the past couple years.

Throughout the past six months we have been
in preparation for the event. We had a committee in
the initial brainstorming, planning, writing the
application, as well as the framework for the
presentation. June 13-15 we met in downtown Denver
with representatives from twenty-two other cities
met us there for the competition. We had a delegation
made up of 32 individuals who presented our
community to a group of 14 judges in front of a large
audience, as well as a handful of locals who came to
cheer us on. Our presentation included our ‘Can-do’
attitude (exclamation point), Colorado Mission of
Mercy (COMOM) event, OneMorgan County, HEAL
City initiative, Weigh & Win participation, Hospital
Expansion, 4-H and youth ... continued on pg 3

Gity Purchases 0id Feedlot

The City recently purchased the English Feedlot on
Highway 71, north of town. The property is
approximately 140 acres and comes with water
shares, which was one of the main reasons for the
purchase. The property is also being considered as a
location for bio-solid land application as well as
future industrial development. One of high priorities
of City
Council is
continual
economic
development,
which the
property
could be
prime for
because of the
location and
access to
water and
sewer.




from pg 2... engagement. We had a great time there, and Sunday night was the award
presentations, where each of the winning communities were announced. The 3rd judge
got and began speaking about our accomplishments, then declared, “Brush! All-
America City!”

Brush! is a fantastic community and this award is simply making that known. So a
final and grand thank you to our community members who strive to make Brush! the
wonderful place that it is. We as a community will be showcasing and celebrating this
wonderful accomplishment in different ways, so be on the lookout for news and
information as it becomes available through our City website, City facebook and twitter
pages, newspaper, Chamber of Commerce, and ourlocal citizens who pass it on.

Our sponsors included: Colorado Energy Management, NV5, East Morgan County
Hospital, Sunset Manor, Brush Grocery Kart, Brush Lions Club, American Legion,
Rotary Club, and Brush Family Dentistry. Thank you for helping us be there!

November 2014 Gity Ballot Issue

Brush City Council is considering a ballot issue that would provide funding for
equipment, safety, and apparatus consistent with National Fire Protection Association
(NFPA) standards for the Brush Volunteer Fire Department (BVFD). The BVFD last

approached the community for tax based assistance 33 years ago when the Fire Department
building was built in Dec of 1981 from the 1980 mill levy/bond ballot issue. The bond was
paid in full and no more mill levy money has been collected. The upcoming ballot question
will propose a Sales Tax Increase of $0.004% or $.04 on $10.00. Those funds would only be
allocated for what will be stated on the ballot, which is large building expenses, replacing
equipment, gear and apparatus. The current funding for the BVFD is based on one mill of
property tax, which is approximately $40,000 per year that is used for truck replacement,

Over the next few months you will be seeing work
crew scattered across town working on various
projects. Here is what they will be tackling:
A drinking fountain at the new dog park (south of
Doty Pond)
Xeriscape at Doty Pond
Building new skatepark (Pioneer Park)
Final Phase of downtown storm water project
(beginning on Eaton St, going east past Curtis St to
storm water pond, which will also be created)
Williams Street drainage project (north of Cotton
Street)
Various street preservation
projects
A restroom with plumbing at
Watrous Park
Milling and patching portions of
300-500 blocks of Edison Street
« Milling and re-laying Colorado
Ave from |-76 to Mill Street
(CDOT)

major equipment replacement, personal protective equipment, building maintenance and

Upcoming Gity Projects

improvements and any single purchase over
$5,000.

Flooding in Town

Recent heavy rain and hail caused
significant flooding across the County.
Whenever there is weather such as we had, the
hail and foliage will naturally become an issue
slowing down the storm water system as it can
cause blockage and quickly back up the
drainage. Our crews are limited, but
dedicated in their capacity to resolve the
issues across town. A reminder that the City
has no control over the weather and can only
respond using the resources we have, and as
long as lightning continues in the storm, our
workers will not be putting themselves at risk.
Our citizens are welcome to assist the
drainage issues by removing foliage from
their yards and sidewalks, and even from the
streets to prevent them from being carried to
our drains and plugging them up. Thank you
for your efforts of community partnership as
we work together to overcome challenges
such as these.
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